SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
long history of the middle classes, which constitutes
the very essence of European history down to the
present day. Russia, for very definite reasons, developed
these classes only to a comparatively negligible degree.
Why, then, did Russia never develop a local
bourgeoisie with a similar destiny, and why did
feudalism fail to develop in quite the same fashion? In
the answer to these questions we shall obtain a key to
the peculiarly "proletarian" nature, in the Toynbee
sense, of the Russian peasantry and, correspondingly,
its utter subjection to the domination of an aristocratic
nobility right down to revolutionary times.
Firstly, Russia, a land of primitive neolithic life, was
invaded in the ninth century by Scandinavian con-
querors, the Norsemen, who also pillaged the coasts of
Northern Europe at the same period. These con-
querors, in Russia, found lying open to them vast
opportunities for amassing wealth and the opening up
of trade. Russia, unlike Western Europe, was not cut
off from Byzantium and the near East by the Islamic
invasion. Byzantium, Islam itself and Egypt were easy
markets for the sale of all that lay ready for export.
And what did lie ready for export? Furs, honey and
slaves. Thus manufactures, instead of being produced
in the Russian cities, were imported from the East and
from Byzantium, and raw materials and slaves exported.